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A New Year, The Same Great Purpose 
 

In Acts 11:23, Barnabas encouraged the Christians in Antioch “to remain 

faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose.” On January 3, as Iglesia Bautista 

de Costa Verde held the first service of the year using Zoom (we are not 

allowed to meet in person due to another quarantine), we talked about the 

fact that, although this year will have its challenges, our purpose does not 

change. We are to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose - no 

matter the circumstances; we can glorify God, encourage others, and share 

the gospel. Our purpose remains the same in quarantine and when we are 

allowed to gather together.  

Yes, this year will have its challenges, but we are excited. We are excited to 

work hard, knowing that it is God’s grace working in us. We are excited to wait 

on the Lord and see what He will do. The Puritan, Matthew Henry, wrote, “To 

wait on the Lord is to have your desire toward Him, your delight in Him, your 

dependence upon Him, and your devotedness to Him.”  

Waiting on the Lord is a very active discipline. But we have this promise from 

Psalm 25:3, “None who wait for You shall be put to shame.”  
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Prayer Requests & 
Praises 

• Praise the Lord for the 
number of new visitors 
the church continues to 
have and for their interest 
in better understanding 
the Word of God.  

• Please pray that we will be 
able to meet in person 
soon.  

• Please pray that the 
leaders in the Panamanian 
government will make 
decisions that are in the 
best interest of the 
Panamanian people and 
the country. 

• Please pray that the Word 
of God would go forth in 
Costa Verde and that 
many people would put 
their trust in the Lord.  

• Please pray that we will 
work hard and wait on the 
Lord.  

The closing prayer time from our church service on January 3. We are 
thankful for the opportunity to meet online, but we look forward to 

meeting together in person. By the way, Clip was in a separate room 
from Mary and Isaac, because he was preaching :) 


